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314,7-E GAP /FOB/sk
17 Nov 1944

Subject: Enginesr History.

Tot Army Engineer, Seventh Army,

A. P. O. #758, U, S. Army.

1. A history of all the Engineer units that nave worked with
the Fifth Army in the Ttalian campaign is to be written at thls
Headguartsers. We aro guite out of contéch with most of the unlts
that have left the Fifth Army and 8ro nowW part of the Seventh Army,
yet the record of their achlevements while with us 1is an intesral
part of our history. _ '

2, It would be very much eppreciated if your Headquartsrs
would contact the units under your operatlonal contrel who wers with
the Fifth Army durins the Italien cempaign and have them prepere
and submit through you to our Headguarters & preliminary report
covering thelr sctivitiss while here.

%3, The reports are to contain as much data as possible per-
taining to the followlin?g cutline:

a. Very brief history of the orzenizatlion before joining
the Fifth Army, oiving date and place of activation, date of over-

ssas movemsnt, length and 1ocation of overseas service, and date of
asgionment to this Headquarters.

b. Informetion about the unilts' activities from the time
of lsndins in Italy antil NAPLLS fell and the VOLTURHO was reached,
including the maln provlems encountersd, the plans made to sclve
these problems, the troops and facilitiss available (above or bealow
?/0 and T/E%), and work accomplished.

(1) itcad Work.

(2) Bridzes.

.{(3) Minefields cleered or 1lmid. (estimate number of
mines removed)

3;{(4) Defenses erected.

f ; (5) Hospitels and Depots worked on.
__{§ﬁ7  (6) Any otner work accomplished.

- c. The phase from the attack on the VOLTURNO to the
GARIGLIAND offensive on 11 May 1944, including the winter troubles
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and the ANZIO landing. Give data on Sams subjects &8 in ny"

d. The attack on ROME, and up bo ths time the units were
withdrawr, Give data on same Subjects &s in "b%. ,

4, Ahny storles with humern interast value thet can be included
will add greatly to the readsbility of the final account, guch &8s
intra~unit or inter-unit rivalries, unusu:l experiences while work-
ing, or recreational ideas that might bs novel. Any awards glven
te units or individuals should De noted.

5, Information is also wanted sonoerning engineering short
cuts or proved tmprovizetions, ag well as ecriticisms of englneering
equipment and mathods .

&, Mention the main supply problems and any unorthodox manner
in which the shortages may have been solved.

7. Did the unit conduct any schools?
£, State casualbles and their causes; give combatb sxparience.

g, The unit reports should be written in & narrative style,
taking care to make observances on the tactical situation existing
at the time. Stralzht facts and figures may then be summarized at
the end of each phsse and prosented in & tabular form, or any
method which is concise and to the units'! convenience.

1¢. Maps, charts, and pieiures will edd te the interest greatly.

11, It will be apprecimted if the units can have these reports
compiled end sent LY 24 bacember 1944.

/s8/ Frank O. Bowman
/t/ FRANK O. BOWNMAN,

Brigadier General, USA,
Army Englineer.
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343rd ENGINEERS (0S)
APO B5Y, U.5. Army
% Hovember 1943
000.14

SUBJECT: Information for Techmical Bulletin
o] : The Engineer, Fifth Army, APO 464, U.8. Army

1. Transmitted herewith is a brief campaign history of the Regiment
since September 1942 in compliance with letter reguest, your headquarters,
dated 1 November 1943.

RICHARD B. DUNBAR
Colonel, CB,
Commanding

2 Inels.
Inel. 1. Historical Brisf
incl. 2. Photographs
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BRIZF CAMPAIGY HISTORY
. 3U3rd Bngr. Best.
¥rom geptember 1942 to Fresent

y

After finishing the comstruction of the Regimental camp at Nettlebed,
Oxon England the 343rd Bmginesrs entered into a vast consiructlon program
which included hospitals, GQuarte r Depots and wareshouses for the
various Army services and lar ¢ installations for use by American
troope. These projects extend n Henley on Thames to Reading and west
to Taunton, in southern pary of Emglamd.

The first battalion embarked for North Afriecs from Glasgow Scotland
arriving 2% Mers Bl Kabir 11 ¥ov. 1943 and immedistely started to work

elearing the harbor and highways out of this port amé the port of Oran of
dpbris, mines, and booby trap inebailations. i

The second battalion snd Regimental Headguarters landed in Yorth Africa
D plus 28 days and the eatire regiment wend into bivousc at Canastel, Zast
of Oran. A general comstruction assigament wae given the regiment which
included hospltals, providing GM00 bed capacity, railroad righte of way,
assembly lines for ordmance equipment, gquartermaster warehouses and depots,
and diving operstions to clear the channel at Oren and Mers ¥1 Kebir of
sunken craft. ' :

The regiment was assigned to 5th Army early in Jamaary 1543 and Company
P moved into Oujds Moroeco shortly after. In March the regiment less Compeny
7 was relisved from assignment “tor Hth Army end sssigned to Eastern Base
‘Section and ordered east imto Constantine ares. Company A remeined 2t Bou
Hanifia to complete a large General Hospital sssignment and Companies C snd
D remsined ad Chaunzy  to complete an extemsive prisoner of war caup. These
compenies returned to the regiment some weeks later at Ouled Rhamoun neer
Constantine. Operations there included the design emd comsiructicn of
hospitals, quartermaster warehouses and depote and all were finished in
record time. The lines of communication into the II Corpsarea in sonthern
Tunisia were the regiment's responsibility snd much highway repalr work,
clearance of mines from rallroasd rights of way, bridge construction, and
general mine sweeping operations were necessary. As the II Corps moved
north snd east, the regiment moved along with it and kept all lines of
communication open %o the rear.

At the close of the Tunisian cempeign the regiment wenmt imto divouae
at Ferryville and began the task of harbor clearsnce in this city =nd Bizerta
with diving operations, repair and widening of highways leading into these
two citles, comstruction of 33 landing berths for LOT eraft, and faeilitated
the loading operations for the imitial invasion of Sieily. Company ¥ re-
joined the regiment immediately prier to embarkstion at Blszerta for Palermo.
Its work at Oujdshed included the comstruciion and installation of all
faeilities for the operation of Army headguarters.

The second battalion with the Begimental Uommander embarked for Palermo,
Sieily and lsnded with the firet water convoy emtering this harbor, The
enormous job of harbor clearance there was begun immediately.. 36 new land-
ing berths for LST craft snd b berthe for Liderty Ships vere mushed o
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c_;uphtmn. A1 military highways thru and oul of the eity had to be cleared
and repsired. The initial rehabilitation of the city's utility gystens was
begun. An Italian ¥ilitary reilroed dridge was erected near Seiare in

record time. Jine sweeping operations extended along the entire north coast
road of this island.

Atithe close of the Sicilian campaign the regiment was given the assign-
ment of all the dridge deslgn and construction from Rendaszo to Caps D'Orlando
to Messine and all companies engaged in this operatidn with regimental head-
guarters at Patti. A&ll these projects were in the British Righth Army
territory and thelr rapid completion sided the British to move into positionm
for the initial inmvasion'of the Italisn sainlend opposite Messina. The
regiment was highly commended by the Bngineer 15th Army Oroup, for its work
in these eastern Slecily sperastionse.

The entire regiment embarked from Termini Imerese, Sicily for Italy 26
Sept. 43 and made & beach landing mear Salerno, 28 Sept. 3. Bridge construct-
ion was begun at Battipaglia end on 211 militery highways north and east of
this town. As the VI Corpe moved forwvard the regiment moved forward with i%
keeping all lines of communication open under extremely adverse conditione
of terrain snd weather.

On 17 Oct. 1943 the regiment was given the assigmment of bridging the
Yolturno River both 2t Capua and Point Annidale. Operatlions were gtarted
immediately, bdut temporarily stopped at Capus on account of enemy fire and
regumed again 21 Oect. 1983. The bridge at Point Annidale, assigned %o the
‘Second Battalion, was complsted third of November after 15 asctual days of
construction and the Pirst Battallon bridge at Capua, begun on 17 Oct. 1943
was expected to carry traffic by Sundsy night, 7 Yovember 1983,
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B/L 31h.7-E Engineer Hq., Fifth Army 17 Nov 19ik Re: Engineer History

1st Ind. GHD/mhb
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY, Office of the Engr., APO 758, U.S. Army, 3 Dec thl.

TO: Commanding Officer, 3lL3d Engineer Regiment, APO #7583, U. S. Army.

To supply such information as you desire direct to Fifth Army.
This will not interfere with current operations.

—

I W, b Doun ds o
GARRISON H. DAVIDSON,
Brigadier General, A. U. 5.,
Engineer.,

000,4 2nd Ind. RBD/mjr
HEADQUARTERS, 343rd ENGINEERS (GS), APO 758, U.S. Army, 20 January 1945

TQ: Commanding General, Fifth Army, APO 464, U. S. Army
(Attention: Engineer Section{

1. Transmitted herewith are History of 343rd Regiment (GS) Prior to
Joining the Fifth Army in Italy and History of 343rd Engineer Regiment (GS)
in Italy.

2. In compliance with letter Engineer Headquarters, Fifth Army, dated
22 April 1944, subject: Monthly Comsclidated Werk Report, a report covering

monthly report for each of the months of April, May and June was submitted.

( the period 1 October 1943 to 31 March 1944 was submitted and thereafter a

These reports give a detailed deseription of all jobs undertaken during the
time that the regiment was assigned to Fiftih Army.

e ~ _ AL i 7,
N . RICHARD B, DUNBAR
Coleonel, CE,
Commanding

2 Incls: -

“Tnel. 1 - History of 343rd Engineer Regiment (GS) prior to joining
the Fifth Army in Italy (trip) .

NInel. 2 - History of 343rd Engineer Regiment (GS) in Italy (trip)
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Fes” HISTORY OF 343RD ENGINEER ER REGIVMENT (GS V\f'
R A D v)m.g - o //
The 343rd Engineer Regiment was consti
Unit in 1921 and was activated at Camp Claibe
as per General Orders liumber 18, Headquarters, _
Richard B. Dunbar of Fort Worth, Texas assumed « Colonel Dunbar had
been on active duty on the Mexican border in 1906, and in World War I was
battalion commender of the 111th Engineers. The officer and enlisted per-
sonnel to make up the basic elements of the Regiment were selected speci~-
fically because of their civilian ebilities as Engineers, equipment ope-
rators and construction contractors or tradesmen. After completing basic
training the Unit moved to Fort Dix, New Jersey, and sailed for overseas,
1 July 1942. It was through supreme leadership and untiring effort that
Colonel Dunbar was to build this civilian group into one of the most out-
stending regiments of the Army. The overseas destination of the Unit was
England and here both battalions were working upon econstruection for the
first tlme. They spent several months building bivouac areas, hospltals

HJW\ nm

5
ed as an Organized Reserve
Louvisiana, 22 April 1942
arth Corps hrea. GColonel

were complete,

iFrican Campaign: The Regiment embarked from Liverpool in two echelons
' of November and 5 December 1942 respectively. Initial work in
‘the clearance of roads, rail yards and harbor. Construction of all

l-d before the Regiment moved east to assist in the Tunigian Campaign,
; #ncluded large hospitals, depots, harbor clearance and diving, refrige-
on plants, tunnel installation for radio, roads and bridges. :
Tunisian Campaign: During the T Cempaign the co ‘EEJgBWQh
close behind the Division Engineers cleari ine-fields at Jefna repair-
ing roads in the combat aren nesr Hill 609 in order to keep important supply
lines open to rear areas. The cloging phase of the campaign found the Regi-
ment busy building hospital groups, landing creft berths on the beaches of
Ferryville, divers helping to clear Bizerta Harbor and squads with trucks
clearing the quay itself. Iliiles of road were constructed, bridges built,
and roads disintergrating under the pressure of constant pre-invasion truck-
ing were meaintained day and night. It was during this campaign that the
first major bridges were built, Once more followed days of feverish work,
preparations and days of training. The entire regiment then embarked for
the Sieiliasn Campaign.

Sicilian Campaign: The Regiment was assigned to the Seventh Army for
the first time in June 1943. Elements of the regiment landed in Pelermo
harbor 25 July 1943 with the first convoy in port; the remainder of the
Regiment landed 4 August 1943. The first work was clearing Palermo harbor
and putting the Cities utility system into working condition. The Regiment
moved east to work in British BEighth Army Ares building bridges over routes
to be used by them previous to their invasion of Italy. It was in Siecily
that the first important railroad bridge was constructed, a unique one de-
signed and pre-febricated in Austria although it was from Italian captured
stores. This bridge, although not uged by our own Regiment again, was

z
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drawn to scale and instructions written for construction; other units found
and constructed similar ones in Italy. After this bridge followed a series
of highway bridges, some fourteen between the dates of 24 August and 20 Sep-

© tember 1943. A fine letter of Commendation was issued to the Regiment by
Colonel Garrison H, Davidson, Office of the Epgineer, Seventh Army. The regi-
ment had done outstanding work in this cempaign as it had in all others. It
was for outstanding services in both North Africa and Sieily that the Regimen-
tal Commander, Colonel Richard B. Dunbar received the Award of Legion of
Merit. (See extrsect attached).

Italian Cempaign: The Regiment embarked from Sicily 26 September 1943
and landed near Salerno, Italy 28 September 1943. It wes in Italy that the
Unit built up its fame as a bridge building Regiment, the first one was at
Battipaglia and included those on all roads north and east, in VI Corps Area.
The companies followed close upon the heels of Division Engineers and often
nmaintained roads, bailey ponton bridges, and even built bridges ahead of
Artillery positions end in location subject to enemy fire; although not com-
bat troops they have performed combat construction missions and cleared large
mine-fields. Supplies had to reach troops well forward of the Volturno river
in September and the task of bridging the Volturno was given the Regiment.
Dual bridges were planned and constructed in record time against difficulbies
of material shortages, and lack of adequate equipment. While parts of the
Units were cubting steel girders from a bombed Neples steel mill others were
rigging Italian pile drivers and securing materials from depots, caves, and
local stores. The bridges at Capua and Pte. Annibale when complete brought
the Regiment a letter of Commendation from Lt, General Mark W. Clark, 10

_ Hovember 1943, A letter of Commendation from Brig. General Frank 0. Bowman
makes the importance of these bridges more fully realized; it also commends
a later bridge, one across the Garigliano. "The Capua bridge has been the
lifeline of the Fifth Army for the past six months. During this time it has
passed well over a million wehicles, many of them 40 tons and over, #*¥¥kiaxx¥,
The construction of the bridge across the Gariglianoc in five days surpasses
in technical achievement, if not tactical importance, the construction of the
Capua bridge *x¥x¥¥¥kxxx¥%¥¥¥, Other bridges of importance were numerous but
an outstanding one was built near Calvi Risorti, a long bridge over a deep
ravine, During the winter months supply routes were maintained, mine-fields
marked, and one company spent stwo months at the Anzio Beachhead.

When the drive on the Eternal City begen in Mzy the Regiment supported
II Corps along Via Appia. It was during this month that the Regiment recei-
ved the Fifth Army Plaque and Clasp for exceptionally meritous performance of
duty by building the Garigliano River bridge and for day and night road main-
tenance in this drive on Rome, After reaching a point about 150 miles north
of Rome, Piombino, the Regiment was recalled to the Seventh Army. There
followed a period of training and re-equipping before the embarkation for
France.

French Campaign: On the 22 August 1944, the 343rd Engineer Regiment
(GS) was re-attached to the Seventh Army for operations. The Unit landed
on the beaches near St, Tropez, France on D-Day and by that evening were
all bivouaced within a radius of seven miles of general area of St. Maxime,

&
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The battalions were attached to the Forty-Fifth and Third Divisions and were
employed removing road blocks, doing road meintenance, bridge construction
and repair, and the operations of water points, During these early phases

the oompanies took about 93 prisoners, It became the task of the regiment

from the point when they left Division control to repair and rebuild railroad
bridges whose repair would mean the massing of supplies to the Army now so far
in advance, and whose lines of supply were growing larger each day. The first
task was to open rail traffic between Marseille and Lyon. Supplies again were
not accessable in depots, but agsin the officers and men of the unit used past
experience and that store of ingenuinity that has made them successful, and by
scavager methods got enough material together to build eix railroad bridges
and four highway bridges. To illustrate the resourcefulness of the unit the
bridge near'Aix en Provence might be sighted. This bridge had two fifty foot
spans blown that were 107 foot above the flow of the ravine. These spans

were replaced by cutting and dropping into place a 270 mm German gun travers-
ing base. This base not only became the stringer but also contained the track
already built in as part of the old gun base. Further along the line the
Durance river brought new problems because of its sudden rises and falls, here

“fwo bridges were built one near Avignon the other near lMeyrargues., The bridge

near Avignon was a masonry arch one that had five arches destroyed or damaged,
and had been once partially repaired by the Germans to use as a reil and high=
way bridge; but they demolished it again upon the rapid advance of the Army.
This bridge was a battalion job, 2080 feet long completed with steel from
Marseilles and timber procured in depots and locally, The Meyrargues bridge
was most difficult becmuse of high swift water, it had a length of 170 feet,

and was replaced with gquadruple single bailey affording one track rail crossing,
Although this bridge was designed to carry no engines it has done so and has
carried the bulk of supplies to date, The brldgg_at Livroh was over 300 feet
in length but only fifteen feet high. The Isere”river bridge was unique in
that the metal span blown was dropped into the river and the bents of the
replacing span built upon it. This was the last large rail bridge before reach-
ing the town of Lyon. When the job was completed, General 4. M. Patch honored
the Regiment with = letter of Commendation, 25 Septembe?ulaﬁixmm_h

The building of railroad bridges did not end with the opening of the
supply line to Lyon, but had continued until the road was open to Epinal.
Bight railroad bridges and one highway bridges heve been comﬂleted and many
niles of roads maintained in this last stretch of communications.

Legion of Merit has been awarded to three officers.

Soldiers Medal has been awarded to two enlisted nmen.

One Bronze Star has been awarded.

Forth three Purple Hearts have been awarded, three to officers and

forty to enlisted men, There are two oak leaf clusters awarded to enlisted
personnel.
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HEADQUARTERS
343rd ENGINEERS (GS)
APO 758, U.S5. Amy

00044 11 Jenuary 1945

HISTORY OF 343rd ENGINEER REGIMENT (GS) PRICR TO
JOINING THE FIFTH ARMY IN ITALY

The 343rd Engineer Regiment (GS) was activated at Camp Claiborne,
Louigisna on 22 April 1942 with Colonel Richard B. Dunbar as its commend-
ing officer.

After basic treining one month each at Camp Claiborne and at Cemp Dix,
New Jersey, the regiment embarked for foreign service from New York 1 July
1942, landing at Glasgow, Scotland, 13 July 1942, and was assigned to per-
manent station at Nettlebed, England, near Henley-on-Thames.

Lfter finishing the construction of the Regimental cemp at Nettlebed,
Oxon, England the 343rd Engineers entered into a vast construction program
which ineluded hospitals, quartermaster depots and warehouses for the var-
ious Army services and large bivouac installations for use by American
troops. These projects extended from Henley-on-Thames to Reading and west
to Teunton, in the southern part of Englend.

The first battalion embarked for liorth Africa from Glasgow,Scotland,
arriving at Mers-El-Kabir 11 November 1943 and immediately started 1o wark‘iz
clearing the harbor and highways out of this port and the port of Oran of
debris, mines, and booby trap installations.

The second battalion and Regimental Headquarters landed in North ifrica’
on D plus 28 days and the entire regiment went into bivouac at Ganastel, East
of Oran. A general construction assignment was given the regiment which in-
cluded hospitals, providing 6400 bed cepacity, railroad rights of wey, assemb-
1y lines for ordnance equipment, quartermsster warehouses and depots, and
diving operations to clear the chammel at Oran and lMers~El-Kabir of sunken
craft.

The regiment was assigned to 5th Army early in Jenuary 1943 and Company
¥ moved into Oujda, Morocco, shortly after. In March the regiment less
Company F was relievel from assignment to 5th Army and assigned to Eastern
Base Section and ordered east into the Constantine area. Company A remained
gt Bou Hanifia to complete a large Genersl Hospital assignment and Companies
¢ and D remained at Chaunzy to complete an extensive prisoner of war campPe.
These companies returned to the regiment some weeks later at Ouled Rhamoun
near Constentine. Operations there included the design and construct%on of

77 hospitals, quartermaster warehouses and depots and a1l were finished in record
"5 {ime,~ The lines of commmication into the II Gorps srea in southern Tunisie
<‘were.the regiment's responsibility and much highway repair work, clearance of
" mines\from reilroad rights of way, bridge construction, and general mine sweep-
in@ﬁopbfétions were necessary. As the II Corps moved north and east, the
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regiment moved along with it and kept all lines of communication open Lo
the rear.

At the close of the Tunisian cempaign the regiment went intc bivousac
at Ferryville and begen the task of harbor clearance in this city and
Bigerta with diving operations, repair and widening of highways leading
into these two cities, construction of 33 landing berths for LCT craft, and
facilitated the loading operations for the initial invasion of Sicily.
Company F rejoined the regiment immediately prior to embarkation at Bizerta
for Palermo. It's work at Oujda had included the construction and instal-
lation of all facilities for the operation of Army headquarters.

The second battalion with the Regimental Commancer embarked for Palermo,

- Sicily and landed with the first weter convoy entering this harbor. The
enormous job of harbor clearance there was begun immediately. Thirty-six

new landing berths for LST craft and fourteen berths for Liberiy Ships were
rushed to completion. A1l military highweys through end out of the city had
to be cleared and repaired, The initial rehabilitation of the city's uti-
lity systems was begun. An Ttalian Military railroad bridge was erected

near Sciars in record time. liine sweeping operations extended along the
entire north coagt road of this island.

At the close of the Sicilian campalgn the regiment was given the
agsignment of all the bridge design and construction from Randazzo and
Capo D'Orlando to lessina and all compenies engaged in this operation with
regimental headquarters &t Patti. All these projects were in the British
Eighth Army territory and their repid completion aided the British to move
into position for the initigl invasion of the Italien mainland opposite les-
sina. The regiment was highly commended by the Engineer,15th Army Group,
for its work in these eastern Sicily operations. -

The entire regiment emberked from Termini Imerese, Sicily for Italy
26 September 1943.
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000,4 : : 11 Jenuary 1945
HISTORY OF 343rd ENGINEER REGIMENT (GS) IN TTALY

The regiment made a beach landing approximately 12 miles south of
Salerno, Italy, 22 September 1943, Bridge construction was begun et
Battipaglia and on all military highways north and east of this town.

As the VI Corps moved north to Benevento and the Volturno River the regi-
ment moved forward with it, keeping all lines of coémmunication open under
extremely adverse conditions of terrain and weather. '

On 17 Ochober 1943 the regiment was given the assigmment of bridging
the Volturno River both at Capua and Point Annibale. Operations were start-
ed immediately, but temporarily stopped et Capuas on account of enemy fire
end resumed agein 21 October 1943. The bridge at Point Annibale, assigned
to the second battalion, was completed 3rd of November 1943 after fifteen
actual days of construction and the first battalion bridge at Capua, begun
on 17 October 1943 was expected to carry traffic by Sunday night, 7 November
1943,

A traffic count revealed that approximately 10,000 military vehicles
of all types crossed the Capua bridge daily. During the flood peried in
November this was the only bridge across the Volturno which remalned con~
tinueally open to traffic.

At Calvi Risorti another important bridge was built. In order thet
the best advantage could be made of the remaining arches of the badly damaged -
bridge, a 200' timber and steel structure was built beneath the Bailey Bridge
thet the forward troops had constructed. This method was an inmovation and
proved its value for the vitally important Route No. 6 was closed at this
point for only five hours while the Bailey Bridge was being remcved.

Numerous smaller bridges on Routes No. 6 and 87 and the secondary routes
of communication were constructed, facilitating the supplying of the troops
moving forward., In addition the regiment was responsible for maintenance of
routes of communication and construction of hospitals and depots in the Army
area.

During the first months of 1944 the regiment was engaged in merking
minefields in the heevily mined arees from Venafro and Migneno to Cassino.
_In Caserta the regiment remodeled and repeired buildings on the Palace
_ grounds for an Army Rest Camp. The problem of keeping heavily travelled
roads to the forward areas in repair during the muddy winter weather was e

4 / W E@ﬁﬂeadache %o ell. In March the regiment constructed a 330' Bailey Bridge in
£/ " Teano to relieve the burden on Route No. 6. Heanwhile one company left for
-{%‘»‘35 : tha\An21o Beachhead to consitruct an underground Army Advence Command Post.

! Durlng the spring months as the American forces shifted to.the left
flankithe regiment was charged with the maintensnce of the bridges across

' CONFIDENTIAL
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the lower Gariglisno River. Warmer weather brought into the open the threat
of Malaria and the problem of cleaning miles of small streams and ditches
and the job of extending electric power lines and repairing the pumping
station to drain the low land at the mouth of the Gariglisno., Although mud
was no longer a problem, dusty roads became almost as serious. The dust

was fought with oil, water and calcium chloride.

While the Army was gathering its forces for the March on Rome, a
complete bridge was assembled ready to be put in place across the Garigliano
ag soon as the militery situation would permit pile driving equipment to be
used,

As the Army drove northward to Rome and beyond, the regiment sup-
ported II Corps keeping the routes of communication open. This included
clearing away debris at various locations and constructing a Bailey Bridge
overpass to alleviate traffic congestion on the Albano - Genzano bypass.
The job of marking the extensively mined areas of the old Anzio Beachhead
was underteken by the 343rd Engineers.

North of Rome the regiment took over routes from IV Corps and con-
structed bridges across the Albegna and Ombrone Rivers, south of Grossotto.
Before this work was completed the regiment was relieved of assignment to
Fifth Army and left for the Naples area over roads on which it had worked
for nine months,. '

The 343rd Engineers completed their work in Italy with the same
equipment with which they had left England nearly two years before. Keep-
ing thet equipment in working order throughout the Algerian-Morocecan,
Tunisian, Sicilian and Itelian cempeigns is indeed a tribute to the mechan-
ies of the regiment.

The regiment had been actively engaged on construction operations
during e nearly continuous period from 27 July 1942. The operations have
met all reguirements of higher headquarters and special recognition was
received from SBS, S0S, BTOUSA, Selisbury, England; MBS, NATOUSA, Oran,
Algeria; EBS, NATOUSA, Constantine, Algeria, and Mateur, Tunisia; Engineer,
7th Army, Palermo, Sicily; Engineer, 15th Army Group; Commanding General,
5th Army; Engineer, 5th drmy and the 5th Army Plaque for the month of lay
1944,




